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We are about to take down our calendars fo r  1952, and to re*- 
place them with others vvhich w i l l  t a o i t ly  remind us that the new 
year w i l l  be the f i v e  hundredth anniversary o f the most s ign if ican t 
event that has ever taken place here. Many of you, as you have 
wa:lk:ed up the Aşyan h i l i  past the stunning towers o f Rumeli Hisar, 
or v İ 0wed them from your owrı p r iv ileged  windows, have piotured the 
fever ish  a c t iv i t y  here, as those walis rose in 1452. And you have 
remembered that other hands were busy building ships, spme say at 
îs t in ye , which were to ass is t in the suocess o f the s iege , come 
spring. The frenzied  preparations here vvere.but on e ev idene e, of 
many throughout the world, that the human rece was pa lp ita ting  with 
the throes o f new l i f e .  I t  is our purpose toniğht to have a look, 
not a very thorough one to be sure, at that changing world, and some 
of those in i t  who were s t i l i  untainted by the prevalent corruption, 
aöd therefore s t i l i  able to urge humanity toward new goals. I t  
^ould have been useless to ask them whither they were going or what 
they wer ê seeking. They only knew that they were pressing forvvard. 
L i t t i e  did they dream that they would draw the whole world a fte r  
them. o

In such a survey as th is , we may as w e ll  begin at home. The 
oeau tifu l Bosphorus and the Dardanelles "vvere Just as^coveted a prize 
as they are now, and^will always be. The fo r tress  o f Anadolu Hisar 
had menaced the European side fo r  a generation. Venice had been the 
supreme naval power fo r  nearly a century, and her most important 
oolony was on the South shore o f the Golden Horn, between the two 
brîdges that we eross "so of ten today. She had outposts in Gyprus, 
Crete, Rhodes, the Morea, and the Dalmatian coast* Her trade routes 
were undisputed, though harassed by Genoa, which maintained a r iv a l  
oolony aeross the Golden Horn. Sultan Mehmet F a t i ^  already had a 
considerable empire in Europe, and p ra c t ica l ly  a l i ' o f  Anatolia ex- 
oept Trebizond. His oapita l was in Edirne, but he knew that he must 
establish himself f irm ly  at Constantinople i f  his power was to be 
seoure. The t r ip le  defences of the walls of Theodosius, through 
which we a l i  pass as we drive to Yeşilköy, \vere already a thousand 
years old. The ground beyond them was already drenehed with the 
blood o f thousands who had fa l len  in a score o f sieges vvhich those 
vvalls had withstood. The prinoipal Street o f  the c ity ,  novv ca lled  
Divan Yolu, led stra igh t tc Aya Sofya. This gr^atest o f monuments 
had been the home o f Orthodoxy fo r  seven hundred years, as well as 
a Seat o f Roman Catholic r i t e s  fo r  f i f t y -s e v en .  î t e  mosaics, and 
those o f the Khora gleamed in the bright l ig h t  as they dc önce more 
today. Stretehing to the south of Aya Sofya was a huge öpen square, 
somewhat resembling the P iazzetta  in Yenice. The present m ilita ry  
museum was the church of St. irene, dedicated to peace. Whare stands 
Sultan Ahmet, had been the gre'at palace of Justinian, novv mutilated 
b/ the European roilway. The year 1952 has marked the opening o f a 
port o f that palace to public view, where we may see a f in e  example 
o f Roman mosoic in the f lo o r  of the great h a il .  On the s ite  s t i l i  
marked-by the Egyptian obelisk, and the bronze serpent coluran o f 
Delphi, was the famed Hippodröme. The c i t y  was w e ll provided with 
c isterns, both öpen and underground, one o f which you may have ex- 
plored in a rovvboat. Along the triuraphal Street were önce the f în es t  
shops in the world; and v/orehouses lined the Golden Horn belonging 
to traders from Af r ica , India, Spaln, France, and Russia. Me ı̂met I I  
found foreigners everywhere the masters of the trades. Of course 
the exquislte t i l e s  in polacos, mosques and turbehs yet to be b u ilt ,  
d İd not e x is t ,  ani v;e should have thought the sky line vory much 
less beautlfu i vvithout the slender minarets o f today. No brldge 
spanned the v/aters of the Golden lîorrı, but a groat cb'iin tarred a l i  
unvvonted sbtps from the en tr ’inco. Strung vvails w1 th froquent, w e ll-  
guarded tov/ers ran a l i  uiong the shore, arnl thos(^ v/Lsb.inr to eross 
to tb.o Gonoene soitinraent took cinsli l:outs fruır. the gate of the 
Balık bazuar. Gr-'îek church.*:* woall servo as rr.osqut33 unt!! Eyul* Sul­
tan v;ould bo fln lshod-in 1459 and Fntiy*) soor. r ıfter. Yani Cami, of 
ooursa, i ld  not grace Eminönü, and we have tu thiı.l: o f this space



without the M ısır Çarşı as w e ll .  One naturally wonders v;hen the 
vinegar s e l le rs  took up the ir  stands at S irkeci! The Genoese tower, 
in Karaköy, was a much lower a f fa i r  than i t  is  today, but the 
Conqueror would raise i t ,  and put a conical roof on i t *  On the 
A s ia tic  side Chalcedon and Chrysopolis, now Kadiköy and Üsküdar, 
were already famous^old c i t i e s ,  but Valens had torn down the walls 
o f the la t t e r  to build his aqueduots. Üsküdar was a c i t y  o f Hans, 
an emporium fo r  caravans from the East^for oenturies.

On the Anatolian mainland, Trebizond was the last toehold of 
Byzantine imperialism, and would rernain so only until 1461. Bursa 
would have interested us tremendously, fo r  a l i  of her great jııosques 
that we s t i l i  love to v i s i t  were comparatively new, Y eş il  Cami 
being only about th ir ty  years old. Imagine the g lorious carpets 
which may have been spread on those f lo o rs .  Imagine being present 
fo r  the wedding o f Bayezid I  and a Seljuk princess, who brought a 
large part of her fa th e r ’ s kingdom as dowry, as w e ll as the keys to 
his castles . Fancy the wedding presents from the Sultan of Egypt—- 
Arab horses, Creek slave g i r i ş ,  and s ilk s  of Alexandria. P ity" t ı̂e 
poor bride, as she witnessed her fa ther-in-law , Sultan Murad I ,  d is- 
tr ıbuting gold and s i lv e r  ooins, p la te , jewelled basins, her v^edding 
presents, amongst the eager guests. On second thought she may not 
have been present at her own wedding, and the g i f t s  may have been 
intended fo r  her fa ther—in—lawl In Bursa, one could also have seen 
the tombs of the f i r s t  Sultans, and one might have found the family 
of the Conqueror l iv in g  in the house up at Muradiye, s t i l i  pointed 
out as his birthplace# The Roman road across Bithynia would have 
taken us to Nicaea,^where we would have found the same in tr ica te  
mixture o f masonry in walls b u ilt ,  besieged, destroyed, rebu ilt ,  by 
Romans, ^Greeks, Latins, Seljuks in turn, and âdditional towers bu ilt 
by Turkish Sultans, until none but a professional scholar can un- 
scramble the remains. Even at that, our Murray would have been much 
more useful on the spot than i t  is  today, fo r  i t  was written before 
the tragio  f i r e s  of the War of Independence.

Here, then,was an empire in i ts  infancy. At the dawn of 1453, 
i t  sprawled across these waters, but i t  did not oontrol them, and 
th is City v;as no part o f i t .  I t s  maritime commerce was carried in 
foreign ships, though caravans had long crissorossed Anatolia, 
linking the sea routes from the Far E^st to Europe• The Turkish 
Empire would have no heart until the Conqueror won the stra teg ic  
point where E^st and Wsst meet.

North o f us, Russia was but a sraall land-locked duchy. She had 
been in struggles with the Tartars and the Lithuanians fo r  two 
hundred years. The Teutonic Knights and the Hanseatic League con- 
t r o l le d  the B a lt ic . The great r ive rs  Don and Volga and h e lf  the 
Black SoKy. coast were in Tartar t e r r i to ry .  A cultural t i e  had ex İ3 tod 
with Gonstantinople ever since 987, when the pagan envoys o f  Vladimir 
had stood beside the Ephesian columns in Aya Sofya and vvitnessed the 
majesty o f a service there. Sent över Europe in search of a now 
re i ig io n , they had göne home and deseribed to th e ir  prince the gor- 
geous robes of p r ies ts , the c e le s t ia l  music, and the reverent hush 
of the bending thousands. They had f e l t  themselves already in Para­
dise. Thereupon Vladimir had married the Byzantine princess Anna, 
and the Eastern Orthodox became the stato re i ig ion . But this t ie  
had been g rea t ly  woakened a fte r  the Episoopal C ^ n c i l  of Florenco in 
1439, ca iled  fo r  the purpose o f uniting the Eastern and V/estern 
chui’ches. The Metropolitan Is idore  represented the Russion church, 
wherea3 the Patriarch loseph and the Emperor John V I I I  Paleologue 
v;ere both present ı’rom Constantinöple. Cosimo de Modici was the ir  
hoşt. The delegatos londed İn Venice in 1437, and deliberated f i r s t
in Ferrara. 
at his toffib
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The Patriareh died in Florence, and we pay our respects 
In 3 !̂î:ta Maria lîove lla . At the dnvm o f İ453, Benozzo 
th irty-th ree  yoar.:. ol i, and was executing his fresco, 
o f the Wiao Mtuı from the Eaot, on tho v/alis of the Medlc: 
İ3 r e a l ly  but nn a lle rory  o f a hunting pnrty led by

The Patrinrch, mounted on a muloentortaln his guosts.
wearing n miter, and iisp lay in g  his long vvhite board, ropresonts tho 
eldest of the throo klngn; John Paleologue ridea a fine v.'hito eherger, 
woars a îhrzant'.no crown, and a rc»be o f '^old and greon broende, look-

:-<'prosonting the coo.or. i  o f tho threoIng overy in :h an er.noror. and



kings; and Lorenzo de Medioi, who had not been born when the Council 
of Florence was held, but was seventeen years old when Benozzo 
finished his work, looks regal as he follows along on a dark mount 
representing the youngest o f the kings. How glad we are that this 
document has survivedî Likewise the four l i t t i e  bas r e l ie f s  on the 
portals of St. P e te r ’ s, showlng the embarkation# of John Paleologue 
at Const'antinople, his a rr iva l at Ferrara, a session of the Gouncil 
o f Florence, and hiö embarkation at Venice with his sü ite . The 
Council was an ostensible success when the ”Wise Men from the East’’ 
bowed to the Papal Supremacy and aocepted terms intended to ünite 
Christendorn. But when they returned home^and reported the prooeed- 
ings, th e ir  constituents were extremely unhappy. The Russians re- 
nounced^Isidore en tire ly , and he was foroed to leave the country.
No one in Gonstantinople was happy e ither. From then on, the cleav- 
age betvveen the Russian and Greek branches of the Orthodox church 
grew deeper.

We have already mentioned the power of t]»e Venetian republic.
We are to think^of Venloe as what the I ta lian s  ca li  Veneto today, 
comprising I s t r ia ,  Treviso, Padua, Vicenza, Verona, Rovigo and some 
of the Dolomite country. The rich  va lley  of the Po, the vineyards 
of Y a lp o l ic e l la , the fishermen o f Ohioggia^ brought sustenance to the 
City on the lagoons as they do today. The Doge could g ive .the prin- 
c ip a l i ty  of Asolo t o Q,ueen Gaterina Gornaro v/hen she returned from 
Gyprus. Every year he sailed fo rth  in his Bucentauro to celebrate 
the Sposalizio, or marriage of Venice with the sea, throwing a golden 
ring into the water as a symbol o f his Lordship. I t  may be in ter-  
esting here that a group of wealthy Dalmatian merchants founded in 
Venice, in 1452, the Brotherhood o f St* George, St. George of Cappa- 
docia, who was born right in this country under the shadovv of 
Mt. Erciyas, This brotherhood existed to do charity to old Dalmatian 
sa ilors  and the ir  fam ilies , and none o f us f a i l s  to v i s i t  their  fine 
chapel decorated by Carpaccio v/hen we are in Venice. Had v;e been 
to spend our summer holidays in Venice in 1452, we should have found 
the majör part of San Marco much as i t  is  today, though i t  was the 
Ducal Chapel, and not the Cathedral, The patriarohal church in those 
days was S. P ie tro  di Gastello. The four bronze horses from our ovm 
hippodrome had already been in plaoe above the door fo r  four centu- 
rj-es. The clock tower, the f in e  palaces around three sides of the 
piazza, the l ib ra ry , the mint, the new campanile did not ex is t .  The 
Doge's palace was new, though many deta ils  were to be added la te r .
The two granite coJLumns on the Mole, now bearing St. Theodore and 
the V/inged Lion, had been brought from Gonstantinople two centurles 
before, and the space betvveen them had long served as a place of 
public execution. Gothic churches such as San Zanipolo and the 
Frari were completed, but as yet unadorned by the glorious works of 
B e l l in i ,  T itian , Donatello, and P ie tro  Lombardo. The R ia lto  bridge 
was s t i l i  i t s  old wooden s e l f  as we see i t  in Carpaofcio's painting 
İn the Accademia. The Church of San Giovanni Evangelista, with i ts  
fine screen surmounted by a raarble eagle, and above i t  a Byzantine 
cross standlng on an orb , constituted a real link botween that ’c i ty  
of so ft  waters and ours.

I t a l y  conniated o f  a number o f  amali S ta tes ,  o f  .vhich anothor 
o f  the most powerful v/as the Duchy o f  Milan. This took in Piivıa, 
Bergoni|o, B resc ia ,  Grema, and the Lombard p la in ,  extending northv/est- 
ward to the shorcs o f  Lake Geneva. The povverful V is con t i  had ruled 
here since the th i r te en th  contury, and were fo l low ed  by ihe house o f  
S forza  in 1450. Tho f i r s t  S forza  completed the Certosa o f  Pnvia and 
began the b eau t i fu l  G a s te l lo  which s t i l i  dominates Milan. Here was 
a court vvhose c o n d o t t io r i  married vvith Aragonese and Frenoh roya l  
fa m i l i e s  and es tab l ished  p r in c e ly  l in o s .  Here vvas harsh r.ovarnmont 
as v/oli us a çenter  o f  humonism, f o r  Greek ph i lo sophers , F ioront ine 
a ro h l tö c ts  and p'Jİnters vvero ampiy revvardod. iind no mntter how 
tyrann ica i  the a d.'n in le t  rat  i on o f  Milan mey have been, tho ru i in g  
la m i ly  was j)i*;M3ed to î' mI I  i t  "Tho Gf>ldon R publ ic  o f  St .  Ambrogio."  
To th is  dey the most g io r io t ;s  .mcn'im-;!'t Mil in in the eirn’ orıth con- 
tu r r  benl i  ica bearirn-* the namo oî* thin e e r i y  Bishop, tho name Anbrone 
that had cau.'sod Thecdonias to  ac poner.co, on tho gıo.'und that n 
Biahop took pr- eo itence over er. Hmperor.

Had w« bofîr. ! 'crtu::ato onour.h oo be in Home f  i v o ^enturl ' .t ago,



we should have found many of the monuments that mean most to us 
much as they are today, Our hearts raight have been wrung to see the 
old St. Peter^s coming down to make way for  a grander but less 
beautiful ed if ic e .  And we should certa in ly  have deplored the depre- 
dations going on at the Colosseum in order that i ts  stones might be 
bu ilt  into the Palazzo Venezia fo r  a Venetian Cardinal^s home. \Ye 
should have missed the fine thoroughfares, löountains, and approaches.

■ fo r  Home had been reduoed to an anarchic, provincial c ity  during the 
ex ıle  of the Popes in Avignon, and had suffered greatly  as a result 
of the great scliisnı. But we could have seen San Lorenzo^ Without 
the Walls^ begun by Constantine and enlarged in the thirteenth oentu- 
r y , in a l i  the beauty to whioh i t  has been restored since V/orld 
War I I ,  Ŵe could have v is ited  the mausoleum of the daughter of 
Constantine, which had Just been transformed into a church, and com- 
pared its  fourth century raosaics with those of-Aya Sofya. We could 
have tread love ly  oosmatQsque pavements in Santa Maria in Cosmedifl ,̂ 
and San Clemente, where twelfth  century mosaics s t i l i  rouse our 
wonder, Hadrian’ s tomb dominated the Tiber, though i t  had been forti-  
f ıed  and had served as a stronghold for  emperors and popes for many 
oenturies. Nicholas V was on the Papal throne. The Holy Year Jubi- 
lee of 1450 had*brought vast vvealth, which the Pope was using for the 
improvement of the c ity . Having been Librarian to Gosimo de Medici, 
Nicholas Y was a scholar and co llec tor  o f manuscripts. He was soon 
to found the Tatican Library and Art Collection. He v̂ as also shrewd 
enough to make peace with Milan, Venice, Florence and Naples in the 
year 1453* This was not the last or only time that old enemies 
would ünite because they feared the r is ing strength o f a r iv a l  power. 
Nicholas V’ s short term of O ffice did much to restore the position, 
but the darkness was s t i l i  la rge ly  to be dıspersed, and the force 
of w i l l  and fa ith , v/hich was needed, was not yet to be exerted.

In i^lorence, we should probably have f e l t  more at home than any- 
vvhere else in the world, Going straight tö the heart of the c ity ,  
we should find the ageless Baptistery, the l i l y - l i k e  campanile of 
Giotto, the. superb Duomo of Arnolfo surmounted by Bru4|felleschi^ s new 
dome. We should have seen two extraordinary things going on.
Ghiberti would have been supervising the hanging of his bronze doors, 
a fte r  twonty-six years o f labor— doors that were to be known forever 
as the Gates of Paradise. And other hands would have been erecting 
the cupola above Brunelleschi’ s dome. Wo should have joined the 
speechless crowds as they stood watching the parts of that delicate 
and long-awaitüd^lantern, going into place at that dizzy hoightî We 
should have hurried to Santa Croce to see G iotto ’ s unrestored fros- 
coes of S t . Francis, and we should have been reminded of Danto, 
whose languoge we heard on the Street, though educated classes s t i l i  
spoke Latin and many were learning Greek. So soon the prevaillng 
sp ir i t  of Giotto, 3t. Francis, and Pante would be confrontod by 
classicu l irıfluonce, but whut vould such titans as Leon<ardo and 
iMchelangelo have accomplishud, had not these humble souls f i r s t  
rent the ve ]]?  Te find Orcagna’ s love ly  taberhacle in Or San Uichel»; 
and in Santa Maria Noveila the ûuccio lîadonnu, so often carried 
through th*; streets in joyous procession. Masacclo’ s frc-sco'
rıe’vv and bright, and prophetio of the best that is tĉ  oo:r/i 
could but know. rh .To v;i I I  be hardiv a church that ve* c -

s ara 
I f  vvrj 
a fford t o
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Whp are doing some of the matııre work of the day, besides Be- 
nozzo, Fra Angelico, and Donatello? Luca della Robbia’ s new singing 
ga lle ry , has recently been erected, faclng that of Donatello’ s in 
the Duomo, and many love ly  glazed Madonnas from his hand adorn churchc^” 
and hospitals. Paolo Dccello, at 56, has painted his great battie 
scenes with fine chargers, f ly in g  banners, and dying men, now the 
pride of the UffitLİ, the Louvre, and the National Gallery. Piero 
della Francesca was th irty , and vvould be deeply affected by these, 
when he portrayed Constantine’ s v ic tory  at the Mulvian Bridge, in'ta<- 
ohoir of San Francesoo,at Arezzo. Mantegna was twenty-bne, and Vvas 
about to do his best work, in Padua. Jacopo B e ll in i had worked in 
Yenice, for more than twenty years* P isanello was casting the finest 
medals yet to be seen and palnting a prinoess of Trebizond on the 
walls of S, Anastasia in Yerona. Donatello’ s equestrian statue of 
Gattamelata was completed in 1453, and the Venetians were erecting 
i t  in Padua. The Sienese sohool of painting vvas at the very *height 
of i ts  g lory.

Perhaps the most exoiting thing that was happening in the world 
at the dawn of 1453 vvas the invention o f moveable type in the Rhenish 
City of Mainz. There Gutenberg devised the f i r s t  printing press 
about 1440, vvhich did more than anything else to turn the darkness 
of the Middle Ages into l igh t .  Deeply ‘in debt, and threatened with 
arrest, Gutenberg f i r s t  finished the printing of an indulgence in 
aid of the King o f Cyprus in 1451. This suocess enabled him to 
borrovv 500 f io r in s  more in 1452 and to proceed with his coveted proj- 
ect, a large fo l io  Latin Bible, with spaoes l e f t  for  hand-illuminated 
le t te rs .  John Wyoliffe*s translation of the Bible, made in the 
century before, had been a Latin manuscript; i t  is now on view in 
the Nevv York Public Library along with one of Gutenberg’ s. Up to 
"this time there were only a fevv l ib ra r ie s ,  great ones to be sure, but 
consisting only of manuscripts. Only this morning I  read in a London 
paper for  November 11, that a f i fteen th  century Book of Hours, c t  the 
Sohool of Bruges, had brought £3000 at auction. Wealthy collectors 
at f i r s t  disdained the idea of machine-printed books, as unvvorthy of 
connoisseurs. V/hy should the masses read anyhovv? I t  remained for 
a great Citizen of the vvorld to be born, Erasmus by name, who vvould 

,advocate the printing of books in languages that a l i  the people couJd 
readî Imagine such a departure in a world vvhere only scholars could 
read, and they only in Latin, Greek, or Arabicî Truly the human race 
was making mighty strides, and Providence was supplylng the men to 
lead i t  on İts  path of progress.

t
In the spoce designated as Germany on our maps today, innumerablo 

l i t t i e  duohies and electorates jostled  each other, \vith more povverful 
States to the South and 7/est, one of vvhich was Burgundy, Burgundy 
inciuded the Lovviands and much of the Rhone Valley, ruled över by 
Charles the Bold, who had married Margoret of York. When Maximillian 
of Austria won the coveted hand of their daughter Mary, the foundu- 
t ions of the Hapsburg empiro worü la id. They kept their oourt at 
Bruges, rathor than at Yiüiına, vvhere ships from the Bosphorus, Yenice, 
Genoe and Cadiz v/ore conctantly arriv lng. Hugo vun der Goos, Hans 
Meciing, Jan van Eyck, and Rogr3r van der V/oyden wore working in 
Bruges. Knights of the Golden Flocce and their ladies were paying 
homsge in t.ho Chapel of the Holy Blood. Cnnal boats, groanlng under 
t:u'lr looado, rnade their slov; progress vvhere only swans now f lo a t .
The Gothlc guiid houscs oh three sides of the Place, faclng the 
Bt i Try, th.e prototypes of others İn Ghent, Lcuva-ln, Antvverp,
Maiinos, and Lrussols, bospooking the İndustry and wealth :<f this 
R('>yal Duchy. Time has beon kind, and '.ve can s t i l i  Sf.‘<ı the ext<ji:nal 
';viden '.o of flTor»tness in the.se mediaeval tovms. And identlcf-, i ly -  
habitad ntır.n s t ' I ]  d r i f t  about the Beguinagea, making tl.c s ime* Flt^r.-

ti 
'►the.a

sh poıı.t la^'c th.'! t -j i t t le  Prince Ph ilip  of Burgundy .•nust have vve]' 
/n his baby



bound in velvet and s i lv e r .  England had been at war with France 
for a hundred years, and i t  vvas only twenty years since »Toan of Arc 
had been burned at the stake. Under the Plantagenets, French had 
been the language of the oourt, the aristocracy, and the schools, 
whilst Anglo~Saxon was the language of the conquered; and a l i  stat- 
utes, charters, and treatises were written in Latih. But in 136  ̂ •
English became the language of law courts, and was soon to be taught 
in the sohools. The f i r s t  Parliament vvas opened in the English ver- 
naoular İn 1399, By this time Chaucer had created English v e r s i f i -  
cation and had recast the vocabulary. We have only to read the 
Canterbury îa les  to get an idea of the language as i t  was probably 
spoken by the Houses of Lancaster and York, ■vvhich were now about to 
engage in a dreary c i v i l  war. We have to think of England at this 
time as a ciroumscribed l i t t i e  island, vvith only a toehold across 
the channel; and of Scotland as a stormy l i t t i e  kingdom with the 
Stuarts on the throne, in the person of Fames I I ,

Around the Baltic, powerfui oommeroial c it ie s  such as Lubeck, 
Danzig, and Visby controlled the Sound and carried on their trade 
with Scandinavia , Bruges, and Londonı This trade v/as ch ie fly  in the 
raw materials they had fo r  export, inciuding timber, metals, amber, 
and fish . Their ships returned with sa lt, wool, leather, and the 
oriental wares they found so a ttractive  in Flemish markets. Germans 
had raigrated to Flanders in large numbers, and Hanseatic influence 
had grown in iingland v;ith large loans to the Crown for  the prosecu- 
tion of the Hundred Years* Y/ar, F ina lly  the Sound was opened to 
England, .in 1451, and 'such c it ie s  as Cologne and Leipzig, t ired  of 
the policy  of economio boycott of the Hanseatic c i t ie s ,  opened their 
own direot trade with Flemish and Bohemlen c i t ie s .  From about 1453, 
the Hanseatic Leogue goes steadily  down.

üiSst of the Hansa, the Teutonic Knights ruled as a patrioian 
oligarchy, around the Gulf of Riga. Penetrating into the kingdom of 
Polond and the vast Duchy o f Lithuania, which extended to the Black 
Sea, their oppresslve rule led to the union of Poland and Lithuania. 
I t  took the combined strength of these two powers, aided by Bohemian 
morcenarİGs, to keep the Teutonic knights at bay thrpughout tho f i r s t  
half of the f i fteen th  century. The Battie of Tanr.enberg did not 
stop them, and they were s t i l i  vvarring when the TurKİsh army arrlved 
at Yama İn 1444. Koro the Hungarian King, Vladislav, son of n 
Grrjnd Duke of Lithuania and a Blish Princess los t his l i f e ,  and the 
superior troops of llurad I I  won a resounding v ic tory . The war 
against the Teutonic Knights would not be resumed for anothor d-jcado 
when Murad*s son v.’ould already be in possesslon *of Constantino] l o .
I t  became moro iraportant for the Polos to find an outlot to tho 
D a lt ic .

6

The pllght of the Byzantine empire af ter Murad*s v ictory  v;as 
sad indüod. ;îjVen by 1425 its  torr itory  had been reduced to tho 
c it ie s  of Gonstantinoplo, Trobizond, Saloniki, and the Mor^o. Vacil- 
iütion Süt enthroned in the porson of Lîanuel. His son, at thu 
Coancil of Florence, İn rucogniticn of this vveükness and tho noed of 

had been bfiptlzed İnto the Raman Catholic r i te  in the Duomo. 
Bru"!, Nıcomodla nnd Hicaea had been Turkish since tho time of Orhan. 
Thı büM lr-:) vf the Lîaritza İn 1371, of Kos îovm in 1369, of Hicopol Is 
in tho Invasion of liungnry in 1439 and tiıo te ! !  in-’ victory s t
V'’rrrna h>.d v;sn by loy«>l Turki.s)» troops, who /^ladiy foıısht to
în-'T  d' ’iT !sî yor such strcng leaders as Murad I and Lurad IT. Lvot) 

f'.'i I to tho Turks iii 1446, and ulurad receivud a frar.tlc veri­
ri he r-.’turned to AdrIanoj)le-. A r<,*w thousMsd m^TceiiJiry 
ur; ar; apprehcnsive Emperor a!;d hl.s Gonc»*:. '- 1 î • o tenar.t, 
ncUilng t o  rodress the balnnc'e. Povorty stalke-i the eTUt-.

: ı r l  
r.-ir. • 
t r a

i l i  l
DUİOU3 CÎl Buildln».!s ove*ryv,!.'‘Te were !r; dl.srepüîr

♦ f s-pula tion w'a3 efeat ly rcduced İn numhe r, ar. d ali f rr: a;v -• f r
îrr.V' îl.ng do om. SC VS.lr»rn had f 1 e d  ̂o His t r itorr." . ’»n I V ı or ' s; '•( ■

t t OeH t o t se r l o r \ t of T.ynar; t lam t ha t ‘îhe hn 1 prc- •İsC-eî f, 7 • < îr t r**•
r* \ \sary mımbor -■f p n i ) onepher.T, mys t i e :ı, - al r. n r :: , r k f /̂>r i r.n,

'.:. *'L ft to the - i) • ir • i !'<’V iva l İn T,h. ■: 'H'-ear. v;a n • ^ 1 •• îrnai Iv-
11'. Tu,o P i «11on i e /\(Old ̂ uC'. y in Flora nce «* rt. t n.' •V ** r iı.sV •} «•y Is tud

â it not b«3Cîli for th- ; lnp« tyin of aucı* .men ' i3 M -y M- 'S'. V] •’ t h'- rsl. 1
et ryîiolorR s .  Th»' Grot.'î̂ ler.-- 4 v,:;!c h thf '/ ok V#: th V.' 1.: \h”

a t It  war. a3 ir on-- I olKe d *e * V e na : r t V." • • ' V.’



wUh"?e?Loted"raâlfSoe!“
Poliziano carry the torch but tb^ n/ *?nt della Mirandola and
B o tt ic e l l i  would t^ n  tn 1 Lorenzo di Credi and
Pallas Athene and the Centaur <ınd  ̂ dike the Birth of Venüs,
would dare cover the vjHİit? n-r̂ p̂  ı tiime would come v;hen Raphael 
and the SchoS of Athlns ^  ap*>rtments with his P e rn a sL r

ation of Alplne'^states^wl?h^fittf**^*°^*^ oentury v;as a looso fedar-

i r u rb o Û n d s f '^ ^ u L rn f  3chwyz of^Constan^'^-^rlivlth-

them con3tanuror?hra^fInsJ  vn s^rrounding neiehbors kept

fu l people, one flnds İ t  h a ı r t r b e l i e v f  t ^ ?
ever sought far and v;idp ht P^?r,?  ̂  ̂ \ o v v i s s  mercenürios were 
Pope^s c o lo rm  ruar^in  conquest. And yet the
immense m ilitary presti^A thnî Vatican reraains a Symbol of the 
f ifteen th  century!^ ınountainoors enjoyed in the

thelr Principal ooramodlties, but th ls^ rade ’ has^f I 
o lv i l iz in g  influonoe. The vvestern ooean had berun to c^ if İ h fp  . 
euese, and we find one bold navigator, Prlnce S v  ventLîn^

' f̂ıonoa he took sİâves a n ^ ^ c ir  
duot back to Portugal, and colonized the Canaries th^ ^
lîadeira. He was made a Knight o f the Ga-te^at the Cnnit .

frlendlhip of thase t^% c o u n tr ie r r L a İn s ' ' f  
vvould not round tho Cape for forty. f ivo  

OonMn the Ghadow of Europeen power3 would not f a i l  on the Dark
ntinont until the nlneteenth century. V/ith the Vı<dft-rT'r» «* J 

dangorous by tho Corsairn, the Red dead ond a f  th^ Is^ -^A^o f ’
f " d a f n f f f v  ° f  the waters aro^d îÜ du^ Ic f-

ol Portuguese navi^̂ ’ators İs truly astonishin^'. ’

in t:he westorn v/c:rM
v<yj^o- in^fh’ ®^^,^^inose v/cre buildlng good ships for oxt;LslvC‘ 
aır.'Hdv - "̂fhîîV and Pucifi.? Coastal v.'uters, There v. - 3
Z invHiMT». commurce İn ivory and nlnves ir. Arah ĵlAânf; r v ^
r« caa Ghinoso Junks, whlch v.ui.t ledon v.'it r. j j lk s  , nl ■•jttcn
t î ,̂k ,̂nd an retun.lnf' Wlth sploe.M, ivory,
khnr.l^K o.^n^ionnl Prince of Jumatrn or King of C-virn ’ • h/ıina

ro tt .rs ,  oeramîsts, ..nd^el .trr.nh..;*; ĥ d 
Hou. İshed Mii ov^r oout.h Chlna un îr-r tho 3urn<y dynasty T" - ’M*/’ 
toporor, had -irlvon tho iton.-o'.n r,-... the North moJ..a helr c-. 

to Pekinr ir. :4r>l. Th.y wc-r... recclvir.r trlbuU. fren s t - . to/  İ,
, nn 'ioriy as 1431. Tno Hcnî' ": « uı.ııoh frcc: thîr

. t

i -
fnr w«at na V. r? ' 
ccuruhg^ j 
pfirl^aoeî .vith r. 
r.u e d 1 ‘ . Th u r o 
the ÎJ. ÎİMr.'j u3»*d
for I  ̂\o i3 ,r;d .- 
twc ' “r r *ır .
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Iv
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^  î  M

' iy
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•■T. wo3tward exp.;d i t lono. ’TU Chln*-n<- ».nd îo,./j; , 
•.^̂ netî-  ̂ pol- r ! t r ,  ana had m compa^^ -^İth a f loaUra»  

•>; th ..r ct ...p fil.' h'ı ) twority-roıjr potaiy., v¥ĥ ”«*ıtf5 
'-.n • .vîtr. thirty-t  .V.'. Tv, h.rl boan ’n uno İn Chln-ı 

• r - ,  and vİHsl r t Mr.di:.^- hal l.u.ı, rrnctî.î.-d for  
i->ttorn h'ı i '. .‘urn^l ı'c:,tr\*l 'o îor  trfir.:**^utrtU^- 

. l a*^mZ68 î h r " '  " « r t u r ’ua h*'rcro, c:r! **ı;ı.'h '“'r. - î -rr.j] ’ 
»ni .;.oîcjcr»'- <j:. taol »a -.%• «r • for, Kvıı  .a, • ? I. ‘
j rjç?*ilUTg t:.v r l i  f l l k  Ĵ .̂d '*r;r. U.<>. t ia»: r f  kiar ; 'î o î '̂.'

Pni'l;^, :rd Me» /f-rr, .^u lî 11» ^T.?atlv ir.; t 
•tu » fulsit# «ipfr. : h*’ Crİ**;.* wM-h had bo f̂
•r*» ;403. ■
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whatj[^en knovvn as Cambodlaf %he*ba"ins^of the
probably provided nelghborin« aoDulatinnc^t^? Manam and the Kokong 
and the teak and ivorForCMbodlan ‘1° toda|,
cessible to China, by the ManLrin r^ a  ootnparatively ac-
amassed tremendous wealth hel d Anrmm t v-} rate the Khmers 
in aubjection until the Thala
at the Khmer court has had î it t îr in ??n n n ^ ’ spectacular l i f e
cause their p o s lt io r in  t L  '''' ours, i t  is not be-
were as yet far apart Tho nnimportant. East and \Vest
v;here more impressIvA* mn trave ller tinds no reraains any-
imperial greatness^ t h a r t L ^ r u i n ^ o f e v i d e r i o  of 
Pnom-Penh. Thourh thov f^n  Angkor Thom, Angkor Vat, and
revolts, exhaustiSn! dLaden^ İnternal

Lota^E İL^rs?°\oLrindocM  JabuioSrUvîng i r tb l f la ^ d '^ o f
sapplles there than to any plaoe^n “ °''®

and the small'^viorld'^aroımd wMnh^fh unciroumnavlgated vvorld of 1453 
We wonder what L le f  E^L^on wou?d "°'T- «trlk lng.
today and seo the great a ir  bane^n^^mh^ Greenland
for keeplng meats to feod SQCOO neoni *̂ ®̂ deop-fraezo unlt
Vasoo da Gama think i f  he kn«2 heated! What would
from Europe to Ceylân İn less than®^»!?!!?^® “ ®®*̂ ŷ service
bot drlnks served a lo f t "  hours, wlth meals and
"United States" of the new
and a half? V/îıat^would O a n t i le^ L f ı ıS r th l  ®̂?®Venico to ConstantTnoâ?» "hose trip  fromVenioo to ConstantinoniA^» ı think, whose trip  from
now f l y  to Home ir thrA« ^hree months, i f  he knew that v;e
p . a e . ı i ; . :  X  ' İ î ; r  i r s i îPsleoloiTUfi thTni. 1. - nours and twenty minutes? V.'hat would John
seven days,"if"hâ ""39 took sevent?-
Conferenoe ono woek ond aft«ndod® ®h®? flew to Honolulu for an Anzus 
noxtî VVhat «ouH Chartes th^Bo^d® 7 l °  ° ° “ f®^®"®® 1" Paris the 
oould 3oe Time-s map t L s  week °Noâ. îo® Î95İr'^wUh’ s i x t f  A
1^ 0 7 7 1 ^ 7 °  aoattered abe İfh lâ  D L 'h y l '"^ L ^ ^ u ldthe Chlnoso, whofl0 gunpowder was used largely for firework^^th?n^

e" Sylvlas Plooolonini have thourht, ns h^yial ab^nt
routd ?)' ^°r a rol Iglous war aguinst the Turks !<• he
la arma in a 'V o İrn ' ’®iı?®‘’ " ‘ ®''®'’ rraves’ o f ‘ ccmrad.-s
the cros' “n^hnlf oeme'ery, half of wh!ch aro nvarked y it:,.nd naif »•.jth tho crcscent and star?

t i İ 'I 'T '^■' ,̂""33, men had no ooncoptiot, o f hia p lc o  Ir. tİTe
'.1 -,.ıce. ..uc ; ac lçn tific  prot-reas ,.a there «as dtd not have th.

>1 Ir.pilp'jtion.*' i\mt i t  har. todav, Hosfiarrh us *> 
asefa: knov.l ‘̂Jgü diJ not «x is t .  ^^stltutior 
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VMTİPua;
Duatiny.- {Adclrusa baforc tho

1 9 5 1 )^ ” Assoolötlon for Ih*. Adv**r.o««<înt of 8olt.no , DuCo?.t>,#r,

w ? r î ’c?’.h®;; ;'?• "*■ m u s tm t .ı  .luuo)Tourlr,/ Club It ' Iinoo ( illuntmtvid yolaB>;,8 )



Tî-IE fiye  HUNDREDTH AI'IMIVERSAHY of THE CAPTURE OF CONSTAI\̂ TINOPLE

May 29, 1953

In Juno of this yoor, by o ffic ia l roquost, tho schools of Tıırkey 

aro to observü thc five hundfrvîdth annivoraary of thc conquost of 

Constontlnoplo by Sultan Mehnıjd Fatih, May 29, 1453. No doubt thoro 

v/111 bo obsorvancos in tho country, as a wholo,

Bocouso wû who liva İn thin city hava a vory spoclal in t.r ja t  in 

tho subjoct, tho Collofiü Club of tho İstanbul American Collo^^o Includod 

on lt3 progıram for tho acndonıic yjar 1952—1953 two spouchus rolovunt 

to thü momentou3 ovont of flvo hundrod yoaro ago. Cn Novorobor 15,

Miss Esther W. Boyor, of tho Amurlcan Collogo for C iris , govo o talk 

to tho Gollüğü Club, at Robort Gollofjü, ontltlod "A Picturo of tho 

World at tho Dnwn of 1453.»* On Jonuory 3, Mr. Charles T. Rig^s spoko 

to thü Club, this tlma ut tho Amoricon Collegü for G iriş, on tho sub­

joct »•Llfo of Mohmad I I ,  Tho Conquoror, by K r i t o v o u l o s B o t h  spoakars 

have klndly givon ponnisslon to hfîvo oopios of thelr spoochos malo for 

dlstrlbution oaong inturüstod ra^mbors of the Comaunlty.

Tho talk by Miss Boyor is thu result of mnny yoars of roading and 

travcl. The talk by Mr. Rl/!gs İs based on his intimate knovplodgo of 

Krltovoulos* oooount, whtch Mr. Riggs hos translotod and whlch is now 

bolng publlslVid by tho Prlncoton Unlvorsity Press. I f  a roador wİ3 hoa 

to mako uao, for publiontion purposos, of any of tho autorlal İn thooo 

spooohofi, ha should, of oourso, f i r st  obtnin pjrmisalon from Miss Boyar 

or Ur. hİi'Pîs.

In 1934 thoro oppa* fLıd a dûlîghtful book by Alfonso Jama» Albert 

.îyacm j, T ^  ?tuoat Tpr Corvo, tho story of th.ı seareh for Frod ,rlck 

Vfllllaa S»îraflno Austin L;wİo Uf'.ry Rolfa, o strangu and alasî^*? ut hor, 

cr.u of «hoo« «orko İs now tuim/ roprintud in thu Unlt»d Gtntos, In 

1953, ta Llbrary of tho Ajourlcnn CoUo^^u for Glrlo takas plaaaora In 

froîiuntlng ıha '^aust for Krltoroulos,** t.ha atory of thu «uarob fer o 

book qulto as ulusîvP, ne •• book, as ftıpon Conro »as uj nn «uthor. Wa 

tı«Il«Tu Uı« story of this su reh for ı»v> trunsorlpt! on

of wOt^ üf i r i i s s  should t*s of întvr* *̂ t t. th* ı ootaunr.Hy 

"«Icdu thu . *r,»jf ‘.'.ncv sapproSMud by putill::. m --w a

rw'..rTiiy ’n a»if <2^  e.id***.

îd, 1953
, Tha Aaarie'nn C* 1 for GfrlS 

▼ut-kOy, Istar.hul» INırkoy
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